
  

   
      
  

       
        
        

     
 

     
  
                                 

                             
                                 

         
  

                           
                         

                       
                       
                       

  
                                     
                           

                         
                         

                         
                                 
                       
                       

 
                             
                         

                           
                             

                           
                           
                       

           
 

Octob r 5, 2023 

Th  Honorabl  Gina Raimondo 
U.S. D partm nt of Comm rc  
1401 Constitution Av nu , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

D ar S cr tary Raimondo: 

I writ  today in support of th  application from th  City of Ch st r for funding from th  
Distr ss d Ar a R comp t  Pilot Program. I und rstand that th  City of Ch st r is applying for a 
strat gy d v lopm nt grant as w ll as approval of a R comp t  plan. I urg  you to giv  this 
application full and fair consid ration. 

Th  R comp t  Pilot Program r fl cts an incr as d commitm nt at th  f d ral l v l to spurring 
 conomic d v lopm nt in communiti s that hav  long b  n l ft b hind. By making larg , plac -
bas d inv stm nts tailor d toward communiti s with a high prim -ag   mploym nt gap, th  
program prioritiz s job cr ation for r sid nts, cr ating a uniqu  opportunity for p rsist ntly 
distr ss d communiti s to harn ss th ir pot ntial by l v raging local r sourc s and partn rships. 

Th  City of Ch st r is at a d licat  point in its history in which a tim ly inv stm nt from EDA 
could tip th  scal s towards  quitabl  growth. Navigating bankruptcy with th  assistanc  of th  
Commonw alth, th  City and its l ad rs ar  working to r structur , r build, and r imagin  
Ch st r. Officials t ll m  that th  R comp t  opportunity provid s a much-n  d d sourc  of 
capital to ass ss n  ds, plan int rv ntions, and impl m nt solutions to pr ssing workforc  issu s 
in th  city. I am told that, by utilizing r gional partn rships, th  City s  s an opportunity to inv st 
in capacity building, car  r d v lopm nt, wrap-around s rvic s, and local busin ss support for 
its r sid nts that will h lp th  City clos  its prim -ag   mploym nt gap. 

Officials with th  City of Ch st r inform m  that th  community is  xp ri ncing a significant 
prim -ag   mploym nt gap, with a prim -ag   mploym nt rat  of 65 p rc nt and an  mploym nt 
gap of 13 p rc nt. I und rstand that, compar d to th  surrounding r gions, Ch st r's workforc  is 
young r, l ss whit , and has low r incom s. In addition, th  m dian incom  in Ch st r is 
consid rably low r than n ighboring communiti s, at $32,403, which is l ss than half of th  
hous hold m dian incom  for th  stat . Mor ov r, whit  and Black r sid nts in Ch st r fac  
 ducational in quity, with low r p rc ntag s of high school and bach lor's d gr   attainm nt 
than th  county and stat  av rag s. 



                             
                       
                               

                         
                           

                                     
                       
                               
        

 
                         
                               

                         
                         

                         
                       

  
                             
                           

                               
                                 
    

   

     
   

 

Providing support in Ch st r would advanc   quity locally and in th  broad r r gion. Ch st r is 
th  larg st majority-Black municipality in P nnsylvania, with 68% of its population id ntifying 
as Black or African Am rican and th r  has b  n an incr as  in th  Hispanic and multi-racial 
population with th  city as w ll. D spit  th  prosp rity of som  n ighboring communiti s, 
Ch st r has continu d to fac  chall ng s, in part b caus  most r sid nts commut  outsid  th  
city for work and only a small portion of r sid nts both liv  and work in Ch st r. B caus  it has 
th  pot ntial to provid  family-sustaining wag s whil  simultan ously incr asing th  local tax 
bas , cr ating good jobs in Ch st r and training r sid nts for thos  good jobs is a m aningful 
st p towards community stabilization. 

As S nator of P nnsylvania, I hav  work d with communiti s across th  Commonw alth that 
onc  thriv d but now find th ms lv s in n  d of n w ways to g n rat   conomic growth and 
support working famili s. R c nt l gislation, including th  CHIPS and Sci nc  Act, r ach s for 
th s  communiti s by  xt nding n w f d ral r sourc s to h lp driv  locally root d, sustainabl  
 conomic growth. It is critical that th s  typ s of transformational inv stm nts com  to 
P nnsylvania, including for proj cts in communiti s such as th  City of Ch st r. 

Thank you in advanc  for your thoughtful consid ration. Pl as  includ  this l tt r in th  official 
r cord of th  application. Consist nt with all applicabl  laws, rul s, and r gulations, I also 
r sp ctfully r qu st that you k  p m  inform d of th  status of this grant application. Finally, if 
you hav  any qu stions, comm nts, or conc rns, pl as  f  l fr   to contact m  or my staff at 
(202) 224-4195. 

Sinc r ly, 

Rob rt P. Cas y, Jr. 
Unit d Stat s S nator 
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