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January 12, 2018 

The Honorable Donald J. Trump 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

The opioid epidemic is devastating our country and it is only growing worse. Newly released data from 
the CDC shows that we lost more than 42,000 people to an opioid-related overdose in 2016. That's a 
28% increase in overdose deaths compared to 2015 and a five-fold increase since 1999. 1 Put another 
way, we lost more than 115 people every day in 2016 to opioids. That is why it is critical that we 
immediately take every possible step and use every tool at our disposal to work to end this crisis. 

On October 26, 2017, you declared a public health emergency with the goal of mobilizing federal 
resources and strengthening the federal response to the opioid epidemic. This emergency declaration 
expires on January 23, 2018. Unfo11unately, we have seen too little action taken relative to the 
magnitude of the problem and urge you to immediately renew the opioid public health emergency 
declaration and to work with us to push for substantial funding to address the opioid crisis as part of the 
upcoming budget deal and omnibus negotiations. 

Federal funding supports efforts to help stop the epidemic at every level. It is needed to prevent 
addiction, provide treatment to those with substance use disorders, fund overdose reversal treatments 
and harm mitigation efforts, strengthen law enforcement, and support efforts to care for the many 
children who are the unwitting victims of this disease. 

That is why it is critical that we work together to provide every federal agency with the resources that 
they need to help our states overcome opioid use disorders. Too many in our communities are losing 
their lives, families, and futures to opioids and we need to be doing everything humanly possible to help 
them. 

We hope that you will immediately renew the opioid public health emergency and work with us to fight 
for the federal funding needed to adequately address this crisis. 

Angu . King , Jr. 
United States Senator 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/data/statedeaths.html 
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Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
United States Senator 
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Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senator 
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United States Senator 
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United States Senator 
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Claire McCaskill 
United States Senator 

~~d£~~'"'----
united States Senator 
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Sherrod Brown 
United States Senator 


